
Who Cares?
To Tithe or Not to Tithe

1. God wants the first (Gen. 4)
2. We give our tithes to Jesus (Gen. 14)
3. You are to return a tenth of everything (Lev. 27)
4. Where He establishes His Name (Deut. 14) 
5. We steal from God when we don’t tithe (Mal. 3) 
6. God invites us to test him with the tithe (Mal. 3)
7. The place we tithe is called the storehouse (Mal. 3)
8. Jesus says we should tithe (Matt. 23) 
9. Sowing and Reaping represents the tithe 
10. Tithing is a New Testament issue 

Hosea 10:12–15 (ESV)
12 Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is the time 
to seek the LORD, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you. 
13 You have plowed iniquity; you have reaped injustice; you have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you 
have trusted in your own way and in the multitude of your warriors, 
14 therefore the tumult of war shall arise among your people, and all your fortresses shall be destroyed, 
as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle; mothers were dashed in pieces with their children. 
15 Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, because of your great evil. At dawn the king of Israel shall be 
utterly cut off. 

1 Corinthians 16:1–2 (NASB95)
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. 
2 On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no 
collections be made when I come. 

GK – τιθηµι (tithēmi) put; place; lay

GK – θησαυρίζω. (thēsaurizō) “To keep, hoard, lay up as treasure (in the treasury),” store up; lay up; 
save up

Luke 19:20–22 (NASB95)
20 “Another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I kept put away in a handkerchief; 
21 for I was afraid of you, because you are an exacting man; you take up what you did not lay down and 
reap what you did not sow.’ 
22 “He said to him, ‘By your own words I will judge you, you worthless slave. Did you know that I am 
an exacting man, taking up what I did not lay down and reaping what I did not sow? 

2 Corinthians 9:6–11 (ESV)



6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 
7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work. 
9 As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. 

Pastor Mark this is Melanie Stovall I'm so glad you invited us to email you.   I was raised in the same 
church from childhood until I came to Life Fellowship in 2012.  I was raised to pay my tithes and when I 
was married to my husband we paid our tithes also, but it was kind of a hit and miss at times (like you 
were talking about, that doesn't really work that great). But God blessed us anyway, there came a point 
in our church that our pastor & his wife which we loved dearly was called to the mission field. We 
started getting a series of different pastors in a really short time period.  It was discovered that there was 
a Judas among the church. (taking money from the bag he had access to) So without my husband's 
consent, I withheld our tithes thinking this was the correct thing to do.   I was wrong & robbing from 
God...which I soon found out was not wise.   As you said in your message last night, when you give your 
money you don't need to tell the church how to spend it. By the time this was all sorted out & we had yet 
another new pastor, my mom & my 2nd dad had already left the church and were attending Life 
Fellowship. This absolutely destroyed me, I had never gone to church without my mother but I needed 
to stay with my husband until he felt released from our church which ended up being a year later when 
the current Pastor resigned and we were to look for a yet another new pastor.  My husband actually 
resigned from the board that Sunday and my parents invited us to Life Fellowship the next Saturday, 
summer of 2012, and we've been at Life ever since.  One of the first series you taught on was tithing. 
My mom said, “he's never taught on tithes before, we actually had to ask where to give our money when 
we came here.”   I immediately knew I was in trouble lol. You gave the same challenge, except not to 
return the money, and we started tithing again.  The next sermon was to tithe on the gross which never 
occurred to me that my tax money, retirement, medical insurance, all these things were not being blessed 
because we were just tithing on what we cleared on our check, we definitely wanted all of those things 
to be blessed. The next week you taught that the tithe was God's but offering was also supposed to be 
given.  At this point I wanted to quit coming to church. I was so discouraged knowing how bad our 
financial situation was but was obedient to the challenge. Wow, wow, wow, wow, wow, you really can't 
out give God!!!!   My youngest graduated college and moved out to support himself.  My husband had 
actually been working two jobs for 15 years not even able to come home except on the weekends.  He 
was able to quit one of those jobs and we had more than enough and you know more than enough is 
more than enough even if it's $10 more than enough. It would take another three pages to tell you all that 
God has done for us financially. Recently we started giving to the Rebecca project above our tithes, Jim 
and Jana are in our life group we became close to them and we weren't giving to missions at the time. 



When I started school this year I usually get a 3% raise and I just pray every year I don't make less. This 
is my 20th year working with special needs children and regular ed-children.  When I got my first 
paycheck this year, I went to the payroll clerk and said “this must be a mistake.” I actually went to her 3 
different times. The last time making her show me where she came up with this amount that I was to be 
paid, telling her if it was a mistake, I could not repay this money. She assured me it was not but couldn't 
explain the jump in my salary chart compared to everyone else's. Apparently, I was the only one this 
affected this year. Wow, wow, wow you really can't out give God. 


