
The Gift of Prophecy 
1 Corinthians 14:1, 3 (NIV) 
“Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. (3) But 
everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” 

Define the New Testament Gift of Prophecy: 
The speaking of merely human words to report something God brings to mind. 

Numbers 11:29 NIV (When hearing the report that two men were prophesying in the camp) 
“I wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon 
them all.” 

• Moses is not just longing for more prophets, but for a widespread personal relationship 
with God, because he knows from experience that prophetic people have to walk close to 
God. 

• This promise is repeated in Joel 2 and fulfilled in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost. 

Acts 2:16-18 NIV 
“No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out 
my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.”  

1 Corinthians 14:31-33 (NIV) 
“For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged.  The 
spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. For God is not a God of disorder but of 
peace.” 

1 Corinthians 14:39 NIV 
“Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.” 

I Thessalonians 5:19-21 (NIV) 
“Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on 
to the good.” 

1. Prophecy is encouraging 

1 Corinthians 14:1, 3 (NIV) 
“Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. (3) But 
everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” 



• Our love for people is the only motivation for this ministry. 
Prophecy is putting courage into people by the word of the Lord!  

• He asked the woman caught in adultery, “Where are your accusers?”  
• God said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased!”  
• “Well done good and faithful servant!”  

God desires to console us, build us up and encourage us and He allows us to speak for Him to 
encourage others! 

What about all the Old Testament Prophets who spoke about judgment and sin? 
• Old Testament prophets were primarily prophesying over political leaders, governments 

and nationalities – not individuals. 
• Today, we have the active work of the Holy Spirit to convict people of sin. 

2. Prophecy is supernatural 

1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (NIV) 
“But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everyone is 
prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the 
secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is 
really among you!” 

• It is a miraculous act that involves the creator of the universe speaking to people about 
the details of our daily lives. 

• People will believe in God when they see signs and wonders. 

3. Prophecy is listening 

John 10:27 NIV 
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 
 


