
What's The Law For? 

Matthew 5:17–19 (NASB95)
17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. 
18 “For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or 
stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 “Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others 
to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and 
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

1.  The Law is a Master (to bring us to Christ)

Galatians 3:24–25 (NASB95)
24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be 
justified by faith. 
25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.

Galatians 3:24–25 (NIV84)
24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 
25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.

~The law has been given to frustrate us.

~The law is to bring us to Christ.

2.  The Law is a Mirror (to reflect God’s Standards)

Romans 7:7 (NASB95)
7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not 
have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about 
coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”

~The law reflects to us God’s boundaries of His desires, but it does not reflect the 
boundaries of His love.

3.  The Law is a Map (to show us where to go)

Law - commandments, precepts, statues, judgements, testimonies, ordinances,  your 
words. 



Psalm 119:97–106 (NASB95)
97 O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, For they are ever mine. 
99 I have more insight than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation. 
100 I understand more than the aged, Because I have observed Your precepts. 
101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word. 
102 I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, For You Yourself have taught me. 
103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 
106 I have sworn and I will confirm it, That I will keep Your righteous ordinances.

4.  The Law is a Measure (to show us how we are doing)

Matthew 23:27–28 (NASB95)
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs 
which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and 
all uncleanness. 
28 “So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness.

~The Law is NOT a machete!

Matthew 5:20 (NASB95)
20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:21–22a (NASB95)
21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and 
‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 
22 “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before 
the court; ....

Matthew 5:27–28 (NASB95)
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; 
28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.

~The law is a test that God doesn’t grade for believers. 
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