
Gifted
1 Corinthians 12:10 (NASB95)

10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 
distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the 
interpretation of tongues.

Not for everyone -

1 Corinthians 12:29–30 (NASB95)
29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, 
are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 
30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All 
do not interpret, do they? 

Do Not Forbid to Speak in Tongues -

1 Corinthians 14:39 (NASB95)
39 Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in 
tongues.

Tongues 
The supernatural voice given by the Holy Spirit to speak in an unknown dialect.

Interpretation of Tongues 
The supernatural voice given by the Holy Spirit to interpret the unknown dialect that was 

given by God.

What is the Phenomenon? 

Speaking to the Church – Public Usage

1 Corinthians 14:5 (NIV)
5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you 
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, 
unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.

Speaking to God - Private Usage

1 Corinthians 14:2 (NASB95)
2 For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one 
understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

1 Corinthians 14:14 (NASB95)
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.



Romans 8:26–27 (NIV)
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 
27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

What is the Purpose?

Edifies the Speaker - Private Usage

1 Corinthians 14:4 (NIV)
4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies 
edifies the church.

Edifies the Church – Public Usage

1 Corinthians 14:5 (NIV)
5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you 
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, 
unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 

What is the Problem?

Confusion - 

1 Corinthians 13:1 (NASB95)
1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

1 Corinthians 14:6–17 (NASB95)
6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I 
speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching? 
7 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they do not 
produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on 
the harp? 
8 For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle? 
9 So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known 
what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 
10 There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is 
without meaning. 
11 If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the one who speaks a 
barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me. 
12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the 
edification of the church. 



13 Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 
15 What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; 
I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also. 
16 Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the 
ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are 
saying? 
17 For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not edified. 

What are the Procedures?

1. Encouraging -

1 Corinthians 14:26 (NASB95)
26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be 
done for edification. 

2.  Two or at the most Three - 

1 Corinthians 14:27 (NASB95)
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, ...;

3.  One at a Time - 

1 Corinthians 14:27 (NASB95)
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in 
turn, ...;

4.  Someone Must Interpret - 

1 Corinthians 14:27 (NASB95)
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in 
turn, and one must interpret;

5.  No Interpreter = No Speaking Publicly - 

1 Corinthians 14:28 (NASB95)
28 but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to 
himself and to God.

1 Corinthians 14:40 (NASB95)
40 But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner. 


