
Sticks and Stones 

How do our words create Life or Death? 

Isaiah 60:18 (NASB95)
18 “Violence will not be heard again in your land, Nor devastation or destruction within your 
borders; But you will call your walls salvation, and your gates praise. 

Proverbs 18:20–21 (NASB95)
20 With the fruit of a man’s mouth his stomach will be satisfied; He will be satisfied with the 
product of his lips. 
21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.

1.  Praise Opens the Gates to God’s Presence 

Psalm 118:19–21 (NASB95)
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall enter through them, I shall give thanks to the 
Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; The righteous will enter through it. 
21 I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, And You have become my salvation.

Psalm 100:4 (NASB95)
4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His 
name.

Psalm 22:3 (NASB95)
3 Yet You are holy, O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel.

Do I have the power to create life?
I have the power to agree with the One who has power to create life. (We are connected)

Matthew 18:18–20 (NASB95)
18 “Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 
whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it 
shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 
20 “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.” 

Psalm 50:23 (KJV 1900)
23 Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: And to him that ordereth his conversation aright Will I 
shew the salvation of God. 
 

2.  Praise Opens the Gates to His People



3.  Praise Opens the Gates to His Power

Isaiah 61:3 (NIV)
3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 
ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.

Depress- Push Down 

How many of you were born at a very early age? 
How many of you were born naked? 

Hebrews 13:15 (NASB95)
15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that give thanks to His name.

Matthew 15:11 (NASB95)
11 “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the 
mouth, this defiles the man.” 

You are controlling the quality of your life by the words that you speak.

Psalm 149:5–9 (NASB95)
5 Let the godly ones exult in glory; Let them sing for joy on their beds. 
6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-edged sword in their hand, 
7 To execute vengeance on the nations And punishment on the peoples, 
8 To bind their kings with chains And their nobles with fetters of iron, 
9 To execute on them the judgment written; This is an honor for all His godly ones. Praise the 
Lord!

Matthew 16:15–18 (NASB95)
15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not 
reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates 
of Hades will not overpower it. 


