
Heroes  
What Makes a Hero? 

Principles of Faith 
1.  Faith gains the approval of God 
2.  Faith offers a better sacrifice to God 
3.  Faith pleases God 
4.  Faith anticipates the future 
5.  Faith offers forgiveness 
6.  Faith sees God 
7.  Faith expects victories 
8.  Faith accepts hardships 

Hebrews 11:30–40 (NASB95)
39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 
40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would 
not be made perfect. 

Hebrews 12:1–5 (NASB95)
1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; 
5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, 
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him;

What do I need to do now?

1. We need to take some things off

Hebrews 12:1 (NASB95)
1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, ....

Ephesians 4:22 (NASB95)
22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is 
being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,

Romans 13:12 (NASB95)
12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of 
darkness ....



Romans 13:13 (NASB95)
13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in 
sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 

2. We need to put some things on 

Hebrews 12:1 (NASB95)
1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us,

1 Corinthians 9:24 (NASB95)
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may win.

Romans 13:12–14 (NASB95)
12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its 
lusts. 

Ephesians 5:1 (NASB95)
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;

3. We need to keep our focus on Jesus 

Hebrews 12:2 (NASB95)
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

Hebrews 12:1–5 (The Message)
1 Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these 
veterans cheering us on? It means we’d better get on with it. Strip down, start running—
and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. 
2 Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. Study how 
he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—that exhilarating finish 
in and with God—he could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. 
And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside God. 
3 When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, 
that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls! 
4 In this all-out match against sin, others have suffered far worse than you, to say 
nothing of what Jesus went through—all that bloodshed! 
5 So don’t feel sorry for yourselves. Or have you forgotten how good parents treat 
children, and that God regards you as his children? My dear child, don’t shrug off God’s 
discipline, but don’t be crushed by it either.


