
Equipped 
Serve, Share, Study, Shine

Ephesians 4:11-16   New International Version (NIV)
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be BUILT UP 
13 until we all reach UNITY in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Eph. 4:16  NLT
16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, 
it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

Equipping, like nurturing, is an ongoing process.
You train someone to make copies on the copy machine.
Training is only part of the Equipping process. 

As a follower of Christ we must Condition mentally, physically and spiritual for the journey.
We must Train as part of a team of followers.
We must Develop a mind of thinking together and thinking right.  Whatever is true, pure, right ...

We must Train Spiritually
We must Condition Spiritually
We must Develop Spiritually

Equipped to Season
2 Corinthians 2:12-16    NIV

12 Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened 
a door for me, 13 I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I 
said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia.

14 But thanks be to God, who ALWAYS LEADS US as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession 
and USES US to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him EVERYWHERE. 15 For we are to 
God the pleasing aroma of Christ AMONG those who are being saved and those who are 
perishing. 16 To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings 
life. And who is equal to such a task?

1. Lead Us ... ALWAYS
2 Cor. 2:14
But thanks be to GOD, who ALWAYS LEADS US as captives in Christ’s triumphal 
procession Navigation System:  “recalculating”
 
Paul could not explain the detours and disappointments, but he was sure of one thing ... God 
was in control.

In every place of trial there is always an open door of opportunity.



Gen. 30 - 50 
Joseph turned trials into triumph in Egypt;  
        Jealous Brothers sold him into slavery  Gen. 37
        Potiphar’s house: 
 Gen. 39:2 “The Lord was with Joseph and so he became a successful man.”
 Gen. 39:12  “She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me! But 
     he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.”
        In Prison: 
 Gen. 40:4  “The captain of the bodyguard put Joseph in charge of them.”
       In Charge:
 Gen. 45:4-9 
 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. 
 And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.
 5 “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for GOD 
 SENT ME before you to preserve life.
 7 “GOD SENT ME before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep 
 you alive by a great deliverance.
 8 “Now, therefore, it was not you who SENT ME  here, but GOD; and He has made me 
 a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
 9 “Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, “GOD 
 HAS MADE ME lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.

Joseph turned trials into triumph
Joseph turned a bad day into a good day.
Joseph turned closed doors into doors of opportunity

2. Uses Us ... EVERYWHERE
2 Cor. 2:14
14 But thanks be to God, who USES US to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him 
EVERYWHERE.

fra•grance:
 a sweet, pleasant or delicate odor (as of fresh flowers, pine trees, or perfume) 

Aroma: 
a distinctive savory or odor (the aroma of enjoyment)

Joseph: His AROMA never changed
The Pit, The House, The Prison, The Kings Palace

Gen. 45:3-5
 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?”
  But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his 
 presence.
 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. 
 And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.

 5 “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for GOD 
 SENT ME before you to preserve life.



3. Among Those ... The Pleasing Aroma of Christ
15For WE ARE to God the pleasing aroma of Christ AMONG those who are being saved and 
those who are perishing. ... And who is equal to such a task? 
2:15  NLT
... And who is adequate for such a task as this?

Who is Equipped to Season?
Eph. 4:16  NLT
16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, 
it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

We must Train Spiritually
We must Condition Spiritually
We must Develop Spiritually

Just a Few RED PINS ... WHY?  


