
Chain Reaction

Hope is:  The confident expectation hooked on something that is Fixed or Solid.

Heb. 6:19  NIV
19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.

Prov. 13:12  NIV
Hope deferred makes the heart sick,
but a dream fulfilled is a tree of life.

Acts 16:20-34  NIV
20 They brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing 
our city into an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”
22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to 
be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown 
into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these 
orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s 
chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 
shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then 
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that 
hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his 
household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.

What Brought On This Chain Reaction?

1. God’s Presence                                                                                                                        
v25-26 NIV
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent 
earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken.

Ps 62:5 (NLT)
Let all that I am wait quietly before God,

     for my hope is in him.



2. God’s Promise  
            v25  NIV

Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God

Ps 119:81   NLT
I am worn out waiting for your rescue,

     but I have put my hope in your word.

3. God’s Process
            v22-24  NIV

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered 
them to be stripped and beaten with rods.
23 they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.

            24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their 
feet in the stocks.

During the PROCESS, never let you hope/heart move from His Presence and His Promise.

Acts 16:10  NIV
10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Rom. 5:2-4  NLT
2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege 
where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help 
us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character 
strengthens our confident hope of salvation.

His Presence and His Promises in the PROCESS will lead you to …

4. God’s Plan                                                                                                                        
v29,32   NIV                                                                                                                                         
29“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

      32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.                  

   Jer. 29:11  NIV
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

1 Chronicles 29:5   MSG
“And now, how about you? Who among you is ready and willing to join in the giving?”


