
Building a Legacy 

Joshua 4:1–9 (NASB95) 
1 Now when all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord spoke to Joshua, 
saying, 
2 “Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from each tribe, 
3 and command them, saying, ‘Take up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of 
the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet are standing firm, and 
carry them over with you and lay them down in the lodging place where you will lodge 
tonight.’ ” 
4 So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the sons of Israel, one 
man from each tribe; 
5 and Joshua said to them, “Cross again to the ark of the Lord your God into the middle 
of the Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Israel. 
6 “Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, saying, ‘What do 
these stones mean to you?’ 
7 then you shall say to them, ‘Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan 
were cut off.’ So these stones shall become a memorial to the sons of Israel forever.” 
8 Thus the sons of Israel did as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from 
the middle of the Jordan, just as the Lord spoke to Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the sons of Israel; and they carried them over with them to the lodging 
place and put them down there. 
9 Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan at the place where the 
feet of the priests who carried the ark of the covenant were standing, and they are there 
to this day.

1.  Build (faith, chosen, hauled, stacked, and then maintained) 

Joshua 4:2–9 (NASB95) 
2 “Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from each tribe, 
3 and command them, saying, ‘Take up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of 
the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet are standing firm, and 
carry them over with you and lay them down in the lodging place where you will lodge 
tonight.’ ” 
4 So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the sons of Israel, one 
man from each tribe; 
5 and Joshua said to them, “Cross again to the ark of the Lord your God into the middle 
of the Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Israel.



2.  Remember 

Deuteronomy 5:15 (NASB95) 
15 ‘You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your 
God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore 
the Lord your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day. 

Judges 8:33–34 (NASB95) 
33 Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the sons of Israel again 
played the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-berith their god. 
34 Thus the sons of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered 
them from the hands of all their enemies on every side; 

Psalm 78:40–42 (NASB95) 
40 How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness And grieved Him in the desert! 
41 Again and again they tempted God, And pained the Holy One of Israel. 
42 They did not remember His power, The day when He redeemed them from the 
adversary, 

3.  Impart 

Joshua 4:6 (NASB95) 
6 “Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, saying, ‘What do 
these stones mean to you?’

Joshua 4:21–24 (NIV) 
21 He said to the Israelites, “In the future when your descendants ask their parents, 
‘What do these stones mean?’ 
22 tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ 
23 For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. 
The Lord your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it 
up before us until we had crossed over. 
24 He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is 
powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God.”

Joshua 4:20 (NASB95) 
20 Those twelve stones which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal.

Gilgal = “Rolled Away” 


